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latest   case of apotheosis to our knowledge .being that
of Paramha'msa R£mkrishna in Bengal a few years ago.
We have said, that the deities and cults ofpost-Vedic
Hinduism are dissimilar to  the deities
^   and cult* of V^idikism,  but not quite
post-Vedic Hindu-   different    Notwithstanding the salient
asm.	t	°
points of difference just  noted  there
is a continuity between them ; and (he belief of the
Hindus that their religion is based upon Vaidikism is
not groundless. The Brahmans still recite every
morning the celebrated G£yatrf found fn the Rigveda.*
The samsk&ras or Sacramental observances of the
higher castes are still those of the Vedic systera.f
The two central figures of the Hindu pantheon, Rudra
.and Vishnu, are found in the Rigveda though as yet in
.a subordinate position, and without those myths and
legends which form such a large portion of the later
Hindu literature ; and the leading tenets of the Upani-
shads or the Ved£nta are discernible in almost every
. phase of modern Hinduism.
* "Let us meditate on the sacred light of that divine Sun, that
he may illuminate our minds."
f These are usually ten in number: r. Garbhadhgna, a rite perform-
ed to procure conception, 3. Pumsavana has for its object the bringing
about the birth of a male child. 3. Sftnantonnayana, which consists in
parting the hair of a pregnant woman* 4, Jatakarroa, the birth
ceremony. 5. NAmakarana, the name giving ceremony. 6. Nish-
kramana, a cermony performed when the child is first taken out to be
shown to the sun or the moon. 7. Annaprasam, when, the child is fed
with rice for the first time. 8. Chudakarana, when only a tuft of hair is
left on the top of the head. 9. Upanayana, Initiation. 10. Vivaha,
Marriage.

